[Silent lacunes in the elderly Parkinson's disease correlated with ambulatory blood pressure].
Lacunes on brain MRI, causal blood pressure, 24-hour ambulatory blood pressure and common carotid blood flow measured by the doppler method were studied in 31 elderly patients with Parkinson's disease (mean age 67.5 +/- 7.3 years). Nineteen patients with Parkinson's disease (61%) had at least one lacune. Patients with lacunes (P(+)) were significantly higher in age than patients without lacune (P(-)). The difference of casual blood pressure between patients in the two groups was not significant. On the other hand, the average of ambulatory blood pressure measurements during a 24-hour period was significantly higher in the P(+) group than in the P(-) group. The average of carotid blood flow was also significantly lower in the P(+) group than in the P(-) group, however, after adjustment for age, the difference between them became insignificant. In conclusion, the incidence of silent lacunes on brain MRI was fairly common in elderly patients with Parkinson's disease. A high average 24-hour ambulatory blood pressure was suggested to be one of the risk factors of lacunar stroke in elderly cases of Parkinson's disease. The concept of "combine type" in Parkinsonism was supposed to be suitable as well as in senile dementia of Alzheimer type.